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ra. With a quantum 
suff. of knowledge to pilot them through life. 
In addition to these private ‘establishments 
should be mentioned the four .hundred Public 
Schools, which, in this City and Brooklyn, last 
week opened their..doors te over 80,000 boys 
and girls—an‘estimate that may give some 
conception of what an intellectual battery cen- 
‘tres here;-and ‘what an immense power for 


}good:or evil our’ Schools: must. exercise: It 


seems as though New York were destined to 
become ‘the great educational, as well as the 
‘great commercial, centre of the» New World. 
This Taw tn So¢idl physics, attracting Education 
to great cities—the brain of the States a 
“not inauspiciods.tnodern movement. For the 
indirect education is as powerful as the direct, 
and perhaps more 80; and it cannot but be 
that the rushing vitality of the great modern 
City will perforate the educational system— 
still so fall of the old leaven—and bring new 
realizations of mental culture, freer,broader and 
more modern. . It is: no -wonder, then, that 
from farthest south and west, and the 
“islands of the sea,” flocks of youths of both 
sexes are sent to enjoy the educational advan- 


| tages of New-York, 
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And hereby hangs an embarrassment. For 
the very copiousneéss of “means,” makes the 


en avant prs gta 
thiat’enibraces something like a complete 
‘education. Fortunately our Private Schools 
are numerous ahd excellent, and though we 
have to.complain that .even in the most ad- 
vanced much that-is antiquated or absurd still 


adheres, yet vast improvements are constantly : 


going on. Constantly the classical studies be- 
comé ‘but’accessory or ornamental, and the 
whole range’ of modern. civilization, with its 
languages; history, literature; exact and natu- 
ral sciences; becomes the broad basis of mental 
development. Happily, the function of the 
educator stands:high in this country. Hap- 
pily, education itself stands high ;. and, just in 
proportion as the ‘great trith’ that ‘all advance 
is an intellectual advance becomes manifest, 
will the appreciation of this mighty engine 
rise. Education is the'rock strata on which 
the soil, with its manifold fruits and flowers 
must rest. 


A Threatened Revolution. 

To that excellently got up-and-leisurely man” 
of business who now strolls dowh Broadway 
to his counting-room, just before ‘noon, the 
Ocean Telegraph, we are sorry to say, brings 
disagreeable tidings. It requires him to enter 
upd instant and radical change of habits. 
His day must bégin sdoner, ‘and end later. He 
must breakfast with the mechanic, and dine 
by candle-light. His toilette must be dis- 


‘choice of a school stays «.deiieit and often, | Halton 


ie cmadiie’: They do not. 
its distinct orbit. Indeed, facts er a 
just in proportion as the Public School system 
has acquired a clearly-defined and conscious 
destiny, the need of what are called Private 
Schools becomes the more pressing. The 
Common School system is the creation of the 
democratic spirit of America. .Its aim is to 
provide a limited elementary instruction, suffi- 


_Cient for the practical and mechanical uses of | 


every-day life. There its function stops. It 
leaves ho vista ahead ; it is not destined as 
part of a.achéme of instruction that shall de- 
yelop the intellect, make it susceptible of a 
higher impulse, andbe the transition to wider 
fields of education. Besides, it turns out that 

the-million-and-a-half of dol- 
lars.annually absorbed by the Common School 
system of our City, ten thousand: children in 
vain applied week before last for admittance. 
Soares noe, Wat SiNy, would seem 
eook in- 
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fecessities make such a mode of education 
imperative. 


It is melancholy that while so much theo- 
retical attention has been bestowed on the edu. 
eation of the huthan ‘mind, especially in our 
own ‘times, when Pedagogics has become a 
| positive 0.little effort should-be made 
to embody the Inws thus deduoed to the actual 

of Po t. ‘The “course of 
etady ” general a medimvat muddle The 
most antiquated absuniities 
}-afid were it not for that wiarvelous ‘versatility |" 
of sa? human mind that can turn even Ccob- 
to account, national intellect could 
be fatally Lionas We doubt if there 
be a Public School in New-York or Brooklyn 
in which the English language is taught after 
the great, broad, new principle which the mod- 
ern philosophy of speech has elaborated. The 
old quiddities of grammars. and glosses still 
hold, and that which comes closest to us— 
which is the life of our human world—lan 
guage—is the object of the most pitiable blun- 
dering. The culpability of the school on this 
score is immense, and this is not the only 
score. An-:airof besets the whole 
system, it needs to be vitalized—needs an in- 
fusion of fresh and healthy spirit. This ap- 
plies not merely to what the studies themselves 
shall be, but to the mode of tuition—they should 
be taught as present and living realities. Sadly, 
too, does our Public School system want a de- 
partment of Industrial or Practical Economy, 
for boys and girls respectively. In the absence 
of the possibility of any extended. scientific in- 





of | struction we regard this as indispensable. We 


Thich Ae 


t gon have already insisted.on the knowledge of | probably not.reach him, if-sent, 


cookery and its chemistry, household economy: 


also be brought home to every boy. 
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tive working of the line and the subject will 
make itself understood. The five hours a day 
will be expanded into a pestilent twelve or 
fifteen. 

Let us consider. The difference in time 
between London and New-York is a trifle over 
five hours. ‘When, therefore, the “ business 
hours” of our indolent friend begin on Wall- 
street, at 11 @'olock; let us say, the London 
co t with whom it is essential he 
should.transact. business by telegraph, has gone 
home to dinnér ‘at St. John’s Wood, or 
Brompton, or at his snug quarters about: Re- 
gent’s Park. His business day is over at the 
moment the day .of the other has begun. His 
dispatch is, of course, too late for efficacy 
that day. The stock he orders sold 


a wapiow te 


























to a a 


the meantime, the mercantile rival of our 
friend, more on the alert, and acting upon the 
same news which prompted his somewhat tar- 


dier neighbor,..bas reached his office threé’ 


hours earlier, and, sending off his telegram; 
may-comfort himself with the confidence that 
his order-has been_received and executed be- 
yond the seas that. verty.day. In other words, 
to‘take® advantage of: the commercial advices 
furnished by thé morning Press, the man who 
has transectiogs with Burope must be.at his 
post and employing the telegraph very early in 
the morning, if he hopes. to have his ‘ business 
done the same day; or if he do not wish to be 
anticipated and have his market spoiled by a 
host of othérs more wakeful and enterprising. 
Again, he will have to recollect that as his 
business day begins five hours later than it does 
at London, so it ends, but that owing to the 
delays of telegraphy, he will do ill to leave 
until the likelihood of: receiving advices is ex- 
hausted. Qn the other hand,he may be only 
an intermediate in correspondence between 
New-Orleans, and presently between San 
Francisco and Europe; and, to allow for busi- 
néss hours there, beginning several hours 
tater; hie will have to remain at his desk until 
nightfall, Considerations of the same charac- 
ter will affect the European correspondent; 
He will have private intimations of the advisa- 
bility of purchasing et Once and largely cotton, 
















City, say at 10A. M.,-his New 
in bed of 6 A. M:,wnd that 


ran agent is 

a telegram will 

for hours. , On 
the other hand, he willbe annoyed with the pos- 
sibility of some other, with the same informa- 
tion, having a more diligent correspondent, 
who shall have his telegraphic advices in time 
to buy and run up the market vane ae ie: 
Bish rival takes. the Seld, re a to 


tween 
che a teed lpatined to ieaiausttting = aes. 
sage, the sum will be the period of active 
counting-house duty. 

- Evidently, as thie telegraphic system grows, 
Svat, bos grow with it, ~ When 
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“tots to dé. held this Pal, than the Sling of oer-’ 
tain of@oee Coser te toes vacant, is. Lge" 
ously deficient in his ‘compr of 
case. They have an ulterior object, far moré" 
interesting: | To choose Governors, Legislators,. 
Sheriffs; &e.,is all very well: The Constitu-" 
tion and statutes of the State such 
officials to be elected. ‘But the real signifi- 
cance of the November contest is to be looked 
for in its bearing upon the Presidential ques- 
tion in 1860: Look. at Dlinois. If Doveras 


fails in the struggle he is now waging, he need 


not show ‘his face at the Charleston Conven: 
tion. Trué, his success will not assure-him of 


the nomination : but the want.of it settles the” 


question négatiyély, While With his own State 
to back him, and the’strong Northern prestige 
which would follow his victory, his chances at 
Charleston must be among the best. This 
view of the .contest reveals the secret of the 
unparalleled energy with which he earries on 
the . war. against the Republicans and the 
Administration at. the same time. So 
much © for Illinois. In ‘our own’ State 
the canvass is equally significant . in 
respect to a different party and one of 
its most distingnished public men. The suc- 
cess of the Republican ticket cannot fail to 


place Governor Srwanp in a most influential. 


position as regards the Republican National 
Convention. With the Empire State to ompert 
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